
Welcome to the Nigeria Update Newsletter.

In the last 6 months, Nigeria has witnessed several incidents of insecurity; including

kidnappings, police violence on civilians and armed attack on farming communities by armed

fulani herdsmen. 

This newsletter will keep you updated on what is happening and steps that are being

taken to raise awareness about the ciritical situation and how you can help by lending

your voice to our call to #StopTheKillings
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Bondon Massacre: Seven years later, the
communities still seek justice

Seven years after the three Southern Kaduna Christian villages of Ugwar
Sankwai, Ungwar Gata and Chenshyi all in Bondon district of Mor’oa Chiefdom
in Kaura local government area of Kaduna state were attacked and over 100
villagers killed in one night, the people are yet to return to their villages.

Pictures taken from the villages few days ago showed a deserted area with no
human inhabitants but shrubs and birds.

Nehemiah Yohanna, a community leader spoke on the incident and the current
situation; “Honestly the shock from the 2014 genocide in Kaura local
government, Bondon to be precised was really horrible for those who witnessed
it. Many homes that were destroyed during that attack are still unbuilt, a lit of
former residents cannot return for fear of being attacked again.

There is a village called Ungwan Kura, and Tekum, they are still living in fear
because they’re located at the boundary between plateau and Kaduna states.
The Kaura divisional headquarters of the Nigerian police force has no police
outpost in the area so we have no hope of making distress calls if anything
happens.” Nehemiah Yohanna said.

Habila Adamu, another member of the community who witnessed the attack of
2014 recalled; “We can not forget that day in a hurry, it was a day of death and
destruction on Bondon, we saw and gathered dead bodies like we were
gathering firewood. Children were butchered, some bodies were even



decomposing in the bushes before we found them. In all of these the
government didn’t do much, that is why the villages are still desolate because
no measures have been put in place for the safe return of the people.”

We call on the state government, to thoroughly investigate the murders and
bring perpetrators to justice and to fulfil its commitment to protecting the lives
and property of the entire people of the state. If indeed true peace is the
presence of justice, then Bondon and the entire Kaura local government have
not experienced it in the last seven years because justice has been denied

Protesting Students Gunned Down In Kaduna

On the 28th of June, 2021, Zakari Abbas joined  his fellow stdents at the
Kaduna State College of Education Gidan Waya, to protest against the sudden
hike in tuition fees. A team of secutity operatives were deployed and they shot

at the protesting students with live ammunition.



Scores of students were injured and four died. Including Zakari The Kaduna
State Government has denied sending security operatives to disperse the

protest so the question remains; who did?

Boko Haram fighters pledge allegiance to
Islamic State in video, worrying observers

A group of fighters from Nigerian Islamist group Boko Haram pledged
allegiance to rivals the Islamic State West African Province (ISWAP) weeks
after the former group’s leader died, according to a video seen by Reuters.

The video fuels fears that ISWAP is consolidating control of the insurgency in
northeastern Nigeria following the death of Boko Haram leader Abubakar
Shekau last month. But not all observers are convinced the video is proof that
all Boko Haram fighters are ready to join ISWAP.

WATCH VIDEO HERE 

The groups engaged in a violent rivalry for years, and if ISWAP absorbs Boko
Haram fighters, it could focus attention on attacking the Nigerian military.

Some 350,000 people have died as a result of the 12-year insurgency and
subsequent humanitarian crisis, the United Nations said this week.

The video, produced by Islamic State’s official media arm, showed clips of
several hundred men, many of whom were armed, gathering in the bush.



Several made statements to camera.

“We will unite together to fight the (unbelievers),” one Boko Haram fighter said
in Hausa. “What will happen now will by far exceed what transpired in the past
now that we’re united.”

Vincent Foucher, a researcher at the French National Centre for Scientific
Research who is an expert on the conflict, said the video adds to evidence that
ISWAP was gaining control.

“It is one more indication that ISWAP has won,” he said.
Foucher said other indicators of ISWAP’s consolidation of power included its
claims of attacks in areas that had been Boko Haram zones of influence and a
significant drop in violence against civilians in areas where Boko Haram
operated.

 



 

 
The immediate past US Secretary of State & former Director of the CIA, Mike
Pompeo, says at least 1,500 Christians have been killed in Nigeria in the last 6
months.

Pompeo, who is also a former Director of the Central Intelligence Agency,
(CIA), in an article titled, ‘The Persecution of Christians in Nigeria Demands
Our Attention,’ which was published by the American Centre for Law and
Justice (ACLJ) accused the federal government of not doing enough to protect
religious freedom.

He said the Nigerian government had downplayed the attacks on Christians, by
characterising them as conflicts between herders and farmers rather than as



religiously motivated acts of terror.
 

“At least 1,500 Christians have already been killed in Nigeria during 2021, and
even more, have been kidnapped and are either being held hostage or
trafficked. The attacks are brutal. Armed radical Islamic groups arrive in a
village during the night, kill the men, rape and murder the women, and kidnap
the children. The Nigerian government thus far has sought to downplay the
attacks, characterising them as conflicts between herders and farmers rather
than as religiously motivated acts of terror,” he said.

He urged the federal government to hold terrorists accountable for such
characterisations.
He stated that since “Nigeria has the largest Christian population of any African
country – over 80 million, nearly half of its people – it is essential that this
persecution is snuffed out before it becomes even worse.”

 

 

Read the PSJ's report on the genocide on Nigerian



Christians

All data in the report are independently verified accounts of killings, abductions,
and other forms of atrocities by state actors including Fulani Militia, Boko

Haram & ISWAP insurgents, Bandits, and gunmen.
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