
Welcome to the Nigeria Update Newsletter.

In the last one week since we sent you this Newsletter, terrorist herdsmen have attacked

more than 3 communities, killing and burning down homes and churches. A Christian High

School has also been attacked with scores of students kidnapped.

This newsletter will keep you updated on what is happening and steps that are being

taken to raise awareness about the ciritical situation and how you can help by lending

your voice to our call to #StopTheKillings
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News Update



140 schoolchildren abducted from Bethel Baptist
High School Kaduna

On the 5th of July, reports emerged of another mass kidnapping from a school
in Kaduna state.

The mother of a 15-year-old girl who was kidnapped from Bethel Baptist School
told journalists at 140 schoolchildren were seized by a large group of armed
men who arrived on motorbikes and broke down the fence.

In a statement, police said gunmen “overpowered the school’s security guards
and made their way into the students’ hostel where they abducted an
unspecified number of students into the forest”.

A total of 26 people – including a female teacher – had been rescued, the
statement said.
 

A local Christian leader said there were 180 students in the school, only 20 of
whom had been accounted for so far. However, he said some of them may
have escaped.

State Governor Nasir El Rufai told the BBC that he believes kidnappers have
come to Kaduna from other states, because he’s been vocal about his decision
not to engage with kidnappers in any way.

But now even he has succumbed to pressure from the kidnappers – he recently
withdrew his son from a local school where he had enrolled him to promote
confidence in public schools. He told the BBC that he’d decided to take his son
out to protect other pupils. This latest move will embolden his critics who say
his tough stance is counter-productive.



However, kidnappings continue to take place, both in states where governors
engage with kidnappers, and in states where they don’t.

How ISWAP attacked Dabma village in Adamawa,
killing 14 citizens and setting 2 churches on fire

At 3:30pm on the 7th of July, Organised Armed Group (OAG) operatives
aboard several Heavy Machine Gun (HMG)-mounted light trucks shot and killed
at least 14 civilians and set two churches on fire In Dabnna village, Hong LGA,
Adamawa state.

They also looted foodstuff and valuables before withdrawing. Reportedly, the
operatives actively searched for Christian residents during the attack.  On 8
July, the Islamic State in West Africa Province (ISWAP) claimed the incident via
Amaq as an attack against the Christian community.

ANALYSIS

Additionally, other attacks occurred on 18 February 2021, in Korogilum, on 1
November 2020, in Takulashi and on 16 November, in Nchiha Yusuf. During
those instances, ISWAP deliberately killed Christian civilians and targeted
Christian worship venues by setting a number of them ablaze.

In addition to attacking villages, ISWAP operatives also have constantly
targeted Christian’s civilians along the roads during Vehicle Checkpoints
(VCPs) events, as in several instances they identified Christian profiles,
subsequently abducted them.



The attack, the first of its kind since ISWAP’s change in leadership, highlights
that the new leadership has not changed its policy towards Christian villages.

Given the proximity of southern Borno and northern Adamawa to ISWAP’s
newly consolidated territory in the Sambisa Forest and the freedom of
movement that the group is currently enjoying in the general area, there is a
high probability that ISWAP will upscale its campaign against Christian villages.

USCIRF Condemns School Abductions in Nigeria
The United States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
today condemned the attack on a Christian school in Nigeria, where 125
students are reportedly missing after unknown gunmen raided Bethel Baptist
High School in Kaduna State.

“Religious freedom includes the freedom to attend religious schools and to
learn and teach according to one’s beliefs,” said USCIRF Commissioner
Frederick A. Davie. “Abductions like these undermine religious freedom in
Nigeria and heighten sectarian tensions.”

The attack on Bethel Baptist High School on July 5 is the tenth mass school
kidnapping in Nigeria since December 2020. Kaduna State has seen significant
criminal and intercommunal violence in the past year that has included several
attacks on churches and religious leaders. The Nigerian government has
recently requested U.S. military assistance to address growing criminal



violence in the country.

“It is unfathomable that these attacks are still happening in Nigeria with
impunity,” said USCIRF Commissioner Tony Perkins. “It has been over four
years since USCIRF’s Religious Prisoner of Conscience Leah Sharibu was
abducted in a similar attack, and she continues to be held hostage because she
will not abandon her faith. The United States must encourage the Nigerian
government to do more to rescue these children and prevent future school
abductions.”

In its 2021 Annual Report, USCIRF recommended that the U.S. Department of
State redesignate Nigeria as a “country of particular concern,” or CPC, for
engaging in and tolerating ongoing, systematic, and egregious violations of
international religious freedom. The State Department designated Nigeria as a
CPC for the first time in December 2020.

USCIRF also recommended that the State Department redesignate Boko
Haram and Islamic State in West Africa Province (ISWAP) as “entities of
particular concern,” or EPCs. Additionally, USCIRF has produced recent
analyses on religious freedom conditions in Nigeria and violations committed by
militant Islamist groups in northern Nigeria.

 



9 people killed as terrorist herdsmen attack Warkan
community in Kaduna State

 

Armed terrorists suspected to be Fulani herdsmen in the early hours of Friday,
July 9th, invaded Warkan, a Christian community in Zangon Kataf local
government area of Kaduna state.

The terrorists shot at the villagers and burnt down over a dozen houses.

By the time they were done, 9 persons, 4 girls (minors) and 5 adults have been
killed with some burnt beyond recognition. Many others sustainable various
injuries.

A community member who gave his name as Mr James confirmed the attack to
PSJ via telephone.

He said the attack was “terrible and disheartening”. According to him, about 13
houses were burnt down “completely” in the community.

Names of the slain:

Ephraim Ibrahim
Safaratu Ephraim



Ziporah Ephraim
Nasara Ephraim
Atiusan Ephraim
Yohana Atang
Enoch Habila
Janet dodo

Mrs Yohanna, wife to Yohanna Atang is the 9th deceased. Mrs yohanna got
married less than two months ago.

 

Read the PSJ's report on the genocide on Nigerian
Christians

All data in the report are independently verified accounts of killings, abductions,
and other forms of atrocities by state actors including Fulani Militia, Boko

Haram & ISWAP insurgents, Bandits, and gunmen.
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