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News Update



PSJ UK Submits Evidence to UK Inquiry on Nigeria
The Foreign Affairs Select Committee in The House of Commons at
Westminster recently launched an Inquiry and called for submissions of
evidence from organisations and individuals with expertise and interest on
Nigeria as it seeks to dive deeper on the Nigeria – UK relationship, particularly
in
light of ‘The Integrated Review’.

The newly merged Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)
has been set up to work strategically to tackle the world’s greatest challenges in
a modern and innovative way. The vision for the new department and for the
UK’s role in the world is what is contained in the Integrated Review of Security,
Defence, Development and Foreign Policy, titled ‘Global Britain in a competitive
world’. It is the most comprehensive and far reaching foreign and security policy
strategy published by a British Government in decades.

The Foreign Affairs Committee (FAC) is an influential parliamentary body which
examines the expenditure, administration and policy of the FCDO. It is chaired
by Tom Tugendhat MP who has personal knowledge and experience of Nigeria.

Nigeria is an increasingly important ally and trading partner to the UK, and is
undoubtedly a key player in the fields of frontier technology, pharmaceuticals
and public health, and in the balance of power in West Africa and the Sahel.
However it is a nation that is facing very significant challenges which need to be
addressed comprehensively and fairly.

PSJ UK submitted evidence to the Inquiry and preferred solutions in our
recommendations which will see the prioritisation of Security, Human Rights



and the taking seriously of the government’s ’responsibility to protect’ as these
serve as a foundational platform upon which both The UK and Nigeria can build
on post-brexit opportunities in the areas of Trade, Development and Common
Security.

The FCDO declares that ‘we want to see a world that is safe for open and free
societies to thrive, and we are confident and ambitious about our role as a
protector of human rights and a beacon of democratic sovereignty…’ PSJ UK
applauds these intentions and will work with the FCDO and The FAC to
actualise a prosperous Nigeria where Security, Democracy and the Rule of Law
reigns.

The next stage of the FAC Inquiry is the taking of Oral Submission starting with
a session on:

Date Tuesday 20 July 2021. Time 3.30pm (Public session).

Witnesses scheduled to give evidence are:
• Aisha Raheem-Bolarinwa, Founder and Vision Director, Farmz2u;
• Yasmin Belo-Osagie, Co-Founder and Board Chair, She Leads Africa,
Director, FSDH Asset
Management;
• Onyeka Akumah, Co-Founder and Director, Plentywaka

Southern Kaduna People’s Union raise alarm on the
ongoing genocide in Southern Kaduna



For the 6th day running, armed gunmen, identified as Fulani herdsmen by
victims, lay siege to several communities in Atyap land, Zangon Kataf Local
Government Area (LGA) of Southern Kaduna and left no less than 33 people
dead in an ongoing genocide and land grabbing in which 108 Southern Kaduna
communities have been displaced and taken over by them since 2019.

In the latest orgy of bloodshed, the invaders stormed Magamiya village, last
night around 11pm and started shooting. The family compound of the traditional
ruler of Atyap Chiefdom, Agwatyap of Atyap Chiefdom, Sir Dominic Yahaya
was attacked. Several blocks of flats and rooms that make up the family
compound of five households were looted of valuables and foodstuffs which
were carted into four waiting Hilux vans. The houses were then set ablaze. A
relation of the revered traditional ruler, Mr. Toma Tauna, 70, was killed by the
assailants.
 

They went further to loot 6 more homes which they also burnt leaving Mathew
Pama, 62, dead in the same village.

After putting in about 2 hours of unchallenged murder, looting and arson, they
armed herdsmen attempted to burnt down St Pious Catholic Church in the
village, but help came from other villages and attackers retreated in the Hilux
vans for another village.

Magamiya is about 3km from Zangon Kataf semi-urban town where combined
troops of soldiers and other security men are camped complete with patrol
vehicles and armoured tanks.

They same assailants returned and passed besides Zango Kataf town and
drove 5km west of the town and attacked three other villages from around 1:30
am this morning. In the attacks, Matyei made up of 156 homes were all burnt.
The Catholic Church in Matei and its pastorium was burnt. The Catchiest,
simply known as Catchiest Yau, and an infant, were killed in the attack. In all, 8
persons were killed last night in Matyei in a violence that lasted for over an
hour.

The armed Fulani herdsmen then went down to Abuyab Community about 500
metre away and burnt down ECWA church Abuyab and the home of Former
ECOMOG Field Commander, Maj. Gen. Shekari Billyok (rtd) and 11 homes.
Their attempt to attack Runji Community, nearby was repelled by villagers who
got reinforcement elsewhere....

CLICK TO READ MORE...



 

Enough is enough! Women in Plateau State protest
killings by Fulani herdsmen

A crowd of women and children protesters in Riyom Local Government
Headquarters of Plateau State in North-Central Nigeria blocked major highways
on Wednesday July 14th, 2021.

The protest is to decry the killings of 2 natives namely, Mr. Titus John and Mr
Iliya Dalyop

A spokeswoman at the protest, Mrs. Garose Dauda said, “in Byei, 30 people
have been so far killed because of Fulani. They have killed many people, and
farmed crops destroyed.”



She added, “do I have the strength to farm and feed our children now? I don’t
have the strength or food to give the children. Whenever the Fulani mow down
our farms and we report to the soldiers, they will tell us that they came not for
us but for the Fulani.” 

 “We are in Riyom where women and children gather to tell the world
what Fulani and military are perpetrating against us,” Mrs Tabitha Gang
narrated.

“We have been having sleepless nights. Soldiers were stationed in our hill,
where they usually spy our movements both in the day and at night. We often
times see the military coming down from the hill to our village in the nights and
would run back to their Base when we start raising alarm.
 

There were times the military come without knowing. They have killed 2 people
in Byei and 4 in Kum villages, mostly perpetrated by military. Please, help us
withdraw the soldiers so we could have peace”  She said to PSJ

She further said, “the soldiers collude with the Fulani on that hill to attack us;
We usually see them. There were times Fulani bring Cows, Sheep, Goats,
Turkeys to the soldiers….. Just help us withdraw the military, for they have
caused increase in the number of widows and orphans whom we don’t have the
strength to meet their needs.”

In expressing the helplessness of the situation, Mrs. Tabitha added, “we leave
the soldiers and everything to God. This is because when the soldiers were
withdrawn from the hill last Sunday, they told us that since we didn’t want them,
they will come back for us and on that evening, Byei was attacked. Our children
have been exposed to cold weather, and women to so many illnesses.

'We are not allowed to farm or do any business, and the few farms we
cultivated have been mowed down. We don’t know what to do now… We left
our homes when they threatened us on Sunday shortly after which they came
and attacked us at about 7:00pm….” 
 

The village Head of Kum, Mr. Ezekiel Tengong expressed his displeasure over
the dereliction of duty exhibited by the military whenever called upon by the
natives in distress call.

He said, “it has been long we have been concerned about the series of



problems occasioned by military and Fulani, and whenever we report, no
attention has ever been given to our plight. We registered our protest that we
no longer want soldiers here…”  

 







Read the PSJ's report on the genocide on Nigerian
Christians

All data in the report are independently verified accounts of killings, abductions,
and other forms of atrocities by state actors including Fulani Militia, Boko

Haram & ISWAP insurgents, Bandits, and gunmen.
 

READ FULL REPORT HERE
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