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PREAMBLE 
 
The International Organization for Peace Building and Social Justice (PSJ) is a Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO) which exists to promote peace building and social justice 
in Nigeria. 
 
PSJ has no political affiliations and does not intend to transmute into a political party. It is 
established to conscientiously change the deep-rooted narratives that obliterate the peaceful 
co-existence of communities through evidence-based research and information. We exist for 
one purpose; to speak truth to power and advocate the cause of the poor and voiceless. 
 

OuR VisiOn 
 
The International Organization for Peace and Social Justice strives to become a primary 
support, a strong voice, and a trusted ally of every community in Nigeria in the process of 
peace building and social justice.  
 
We are a veritable source of research and evidence-based information which will serve as an 
integral tool for appropriate action for all stakeholders including the Nigerian government, in 
its peace building process, in bringing about social justice and in national development. 
 

OuR MissiOn 
 

1. To speak for PEACE 
By advocating for sustainable peace, social justice and better life for all deprived 
minority ethnic groups. 

 
2. To speak for JUSTICE   

By engaging national and international institutions in order to persistently advocate 
for peace, justice and a system based on the rule of law. 

 
3. To foster RESTORATIVE RECONCILLIATION 

By alleviating marginalization and support sustainable development through open 
dialogue with stakeholders. 

 

OuR VALuEs 
 
Our core values are entrenched in our desire to contribute to the development of social 
system, communities, and societies that foster peace and social justice. 
 

● Respect for Human Dignity 
● Truth and Accountability 
● Equity and Justice for all 
● Freedom and Peace 
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JustificAtiOn fOR thE REPORt 
 

The International Organization for Peace Building and Social Justice (PSJ) believes that 
‘peace’ is a derivative of ‘justice’ and we recognize the importance of free, fair, and credible 
elections in Nigeria for the country's democratic consolidation and stability. The February 
2023 elections in Nigeria are critical, as they will determine the direction of the country's 
political future and social interactions. 
 
Given the challenges and issues that have arisen during the process of the February 25th, 2023 
Presidential, Senatorial and House of Representatives election, it became necessary to present 
a comprehensive analysis and understanding of the key aspects of the electoral process. This 
report aims to provide an overview of the 2023 elections in Nigeria, highlighting the key 
aspects of the electoral process that are critical to ensuring a free, fair, and credible election.  
 
By providing this information, the report will enable the International Organization for Peace 
Building and Social Justice to make informed decisions and develop appropriate strategies to 
support peaceful elections in Nigeria.  
 
Additionally, the report can serve as a reference point for other international organizations, 
civil society groups, and individuals who are interested in the electoral process of Nigeria and 
contribute to the promotion of peaceful and credible elections. 
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intROductiOn 
 

● Background information on Nigeria and its electoral history 
 
Nigeria is a federal republic in West Africa, with a population of over 200 million people. 
The country gained independence from British colonial rule in 1960 and has since then 
experienced a number of political upheavals, including coups, civil war, and periods of 
military rule. 
 
Nigeria's electoral history dates back to 1922 when the British colonial government 
introduced the first form of indirect elections, allowing some Nigerians to vote for 
representative members of the Legislative Council. However, it wasn't until 1959 that Nigeria 
held its first direct elections, leading to the formation of a parliamentary government. 
 
Since then, Nigeria has conducted a number of elections, including presidential, 
gubernatorial, and legislative elections. The country's electoral system has undergone several 
changes over the years, with the most recent being the Electoral Act, 2022 which introduced 
the use of the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) to verify voters' identity and 
electronic transmission of results from polling units to the IReV server.  
 
However, despite these efforts to improve the electoral process, Nigeria has faced a number 
of challenges in conducting free, fair and credible elections, including voter intimidation, 
electoral violence, vote rigging, and irregularities in the collation and announcement of 
results. These challenges have often led to post-election violence and legal disputes, 
undermining the credibility of the electoral process and threatening the stability of the 
country. 
 
Despite these challenges, Nigeria has made some progress in improving its electoral process. 
However, there is still a long way to go to ensure that Nigeria's electoral system is truly free, 
fair, and transparent, and that the will of the people is reflected in the outcome of elections. 
 
 
● Significance of the 2023 elections  
 
The 2023 elections in Nigeria are significant for several reasons: 
 

1. Political Transition: The 2023 elections mark a significant political transition as the 
current president, Muhammadu Buhari, is expected to step down after completing his 
second term in office. This presents an opportunity for a new leadership to emerge 
and steer the country towards greater political stability, economic growth, and social 
development. 
 

2. Regional and International Implications: Nigeria is the largest and one of the most 
influential countries in Africa, and the outcome of its elections could have regional 
and international implications. A credible and peaceful election could bolster 
Nigeria's standing as a democratic leader in the region and enhance its relations with 
other countries, while a flawed or contentious election could lead to political 
instability and harm Nigeria's reputation. 
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3. Security Challenges: Nigeria is facing numerous security challenges, including 
terrorism, insurgency, banditry, and kidnapping, which threatens the lives and 
livelihoods of millions of Nigerians. The 2023 elections provide an opportunity for a 
new leadership to address these challenges and demonstrate its commitment to 
providing security and protecting the welfare of its citizens. 

 
4. Economic Recovery: Nigeria's economy has been hit hard since the COVID-19 

pandemic and falling oil prices, leading to high levels of inflation, unemployment, 
and poverty. The 2023 elections present an opportunity for the government to enact 
policies that promote economic recovery, job creation, and poverty reduction, and put 
the country on a path towards sustainable growth and development. 

 
5. Democratic Consolidation: Nigeria's electoral history has been marred by 

irregularities, violence, and disputes, which have undermined the credibility of the 
electoral process and threatened the stability of the country. The 2023 elections 
provide an opportunity for Nigeria to consolidate its democratic gains and 
demonstrate its commitment to democratic values and principles, including free and 
fair elections, the rule of law, and respect for human rights. 

 
● Purpose of the report 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide an in-depth analysis of the 2023 elections in Nigeria. 
The report aims to: 
 

1. Provide an overview of the pre-election landscape, including the political parties and 
candidates, electoral laws and regulations, campaign activities and strategies, and 
voter education and mobilization efforts. 

2. Evaluate the election day procedures, logistics, security arrangements, voter turnout 
and participation, challenges, and issues encountered during the election. 

3. Analyze the post-election landscape, including the announcement of results, reactions 
and responses from political parties and candidates, electoral disputes, and legal 
challenges. 

4. Assess the implications of the election results for Nigeria's political future, regional 
and international relations, security, economic recovery, and democratic 
consolidation. 

5. Provide recommendations for improving the electoral process in Nigeria, based on the 
lessons learned from the 2023 elections and best practices from other countries. 

 
The report aims to provide policymakers, electoral officials, civil society organizations, 
international observers, and other stakeholders with a comprehensive and objective 
assessment of the 2023 elections in Nigeria, and to contribute to ongoing efforts to strengthen 
the country's electoral process and promote democracy and good governance. 
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PRE-ELEctiOn LAndscAPE 
 
● Political parties and candidates 

 
Nigeria has a multi-party system, with 18 registered political parties as approved by INEC for 
the 2023 general elections. However, the dominant parties are the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) and the People's Democratic Party (PDP) which have dominated Nigerian politics 
since the return to civilian rule in 1999. 
 
The APC is the ruling party, with President Muhammadu Buhari as its leader. The party's 
ideology is centered around promoting economic growth, reducing corruption, improving 
security, and strengthening Nigeria's unity. The APC has been in power since 2015 and is 
seeking to retain the presidency in the 2023 elections. 
The PDP is the main opposition party, with former Vice President Atiku Abubakar as its 
leading candidate for the presidential election. The party's ideology is centered around 
promoting democracy, social justice, and economic prosperity. The PDP was in power from 
1999 to 2015 and is seeking to regain power in the 2023 elections. 
 
Other political parties that are expected to contest the elections include the New Nigeria 
People’s Party (NNPP), the Social Democratic Party (SDP), the Labour Party (LP), the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA), and the African Democratic Congress (ADC), among 
others. These parties have fielded candidates for the presidency, gubernatorial positions, and 
legislative positions. 
 
In addition to the major political parties, there are also independent candidates who are 
running for various positions. These candidates do not belong to any political party and are 
seeking to promote their own agenda and vision for Nigeria. 
 
Overall, the political parties and candidates are expected to play a crucial role in shaping the 
outcome of the 2023 elections in Nigeria. Their campaign strategies, messages, and promises 
will be closely scrutinized by voters and international observers, and their conduct during the 
election will be a key factor in determining the credibility and legitimacy of the electoral 
process. 
 
● Electoral laws and regulations 
 
Electoral laws and regulations are important aspects of the 2023 elections in Nigeria. These 
laws and regulations provide a framework for the conduct of the elections, ensure 
transparency and accountability, and promote the integrity of the electoral process. 
 
The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) is responsible for administering the 
elections in Nigeria and ensuring compliance with the electoral laws and regulations. INEC 
has developed a comprehensive legal framework that governs the conduct of the 2023 
elections, including the following key laws and regulations: 
 

1. Electoral Act: The Electoral Act is the primary law that governs the conduct of 
elections in Nigeria. It outlines the procedures for voter registration, accreditation, 
voting, counting, collation, and declaration of results. The Act also establishes the 
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legal framework for the establishment and operation of political parties, the 
nomination of candidates, and the resolution of election disputes. 

2. INEC Guidelines and Regulations: INEC has developed guidelines and regulations 
that provide detailed information on the conduct of the elections. These guidelines 
cover issues such as the accreditation of election observers, the management of 
polling units, the transmission of election results, and the resolution of election 
disputes. 
 

3. Political Parties and Electoral Offences Act: This law provides for the punishment 
of electoral offences, including vote-buying, electoral violence, and election-related 
fraud. 

 
4. Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria: The Nigerian Constitution 

provides the legal framework for the conduct of elections and establishes the roles and 
responsibilities of key actors in the electoral process, such as INEC, political parties, 
and candidates. 

 
In addition to these laws and regulations, INEC has taken steps to enhance the transparency 
and credibility of the electoral process. For example, INEC has introduced the use of 
technology in the electoral process, such as the use of electronic voter accreditation machines 
and the electronic transmission of results. INEC has also increased its engagement with civil 
society organizations and international election observers to promote transparency and 
accountability. 
 
Overall, the electoral laws and regulations are critical to ensuring a credible, transparent, and 
peaceful 2023 elections in Nigeria. INEC must ensure that these laws and regulations are 
effectively enforced and that any violations are promptly addressed to promote the integrity 
of the electoral process. 
 
● Campaign activities and strategies 
 
Political parties and candidates use various methods to engage with voters, promote their 
agendas, and mobilize support. Here are some common campaign activities and strategies 
used by the various political parties: 
 

1. Rallies and Public Meetings: Political parties and candidates organized rallies and 
public meetings to reach out to voters, introduced their manifestos, and build support. 
These events were held in major cities and towns across the nation and were attended 
by large crowds. 
 

2. Door-to-Door Campaigns: Candidates and their campaign teams went from door-to-
door to discuss their policies and seek support from residents. This method is 
particularly effective in rural areas, where voters may not have access to mainstream 
media. 
 
 

3. Media Campaigns: Political parties and candidates used various media channels, 
including television, radio, newspapers, and social media, to reach out to voters. This 
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includes airing political advertisements, participating in debates, and issuing press 
releases. 
 

4. Voter Education and Mobilization: Political parties and candidates conducted voter 
education and mobilization campaigns to encourage voter registration and turnout. 
This included public education campaigns on the importance of voting and the 
electoral process, and the provision of transportation to polling units on election day. 
 

5. Campaign Financing: Political parties and candidates used fundraising activities to 
raise funds for their campaigns. This included soliciting donations from individuals 
and corporations and organizing fundraising events. 

 
It is worth noting that campaign activities and strategies are regulated by INEC to ensure 
compliance with electoral laws and regulations. For example, INEC has set limits on 
campaign spending and prohibits the use of hate speech, violence, and intimidation during 
campaigns. INEC also requires political parties and candidates to submit campaign finance 
reports to promote transparency and accountability. 
 
In summary, campaign activities and strategies are an important aspect of the 2023 elections 
in Nigeria. Political parties and candidates must use these methods responsibly and within the 
legal framework established by INEC to promote fair, peaceful, and credible elections. 
 
● Voter education and mobilization efforts 
 
Voter education and mobilization efforts are crucial to the success of the 2023 elections in 
Nigeria. INEC, political parties, civil society organizations, and other stakeholders are 
involved in various activities aimed at educating voters and mobilizing them to participate in 
the electoral process. Some of the efforts for educating and mobilizing voters are thus: 

1. Voter Registration: INEC conducts periodic voter registration exercises to ensure 
that eligible voters are registered to vote. Voter registration drives are also organized 
by civil society organizations and political parties to encourage eligible voters to 
register. 

2. Voter Education Campaigns: INEC and other stakeholders conduct voter education 
campaigns to inform voters about the electoral process, their rights and 
responsibilities, and the importance of participating in elections. These campaigns use 
various media channels, including television, radio, newspapers, and social media, to 
reach a wide audience. 

3. Voter Mobilization Campaigns: Political parties and civil society organizations 
organize voter mobilization campaigns to encourage registered voters to turn out and 
vote on election day. These campaigns often involve door-to-door canvassing and 
transportation to polling units. 



 9 

4. Voter Awareness and Sensitization: INEC and other stakeholders conduct voter 
awareness and sensitization campaigns to address common challenges that voters face 
during elections. These campaigns are aimed at educating voters about issues such as 
electoral violence, vote-buying, electoral fraud and how to report such incidents. 

5. Election Observation: Civil society organizations and international observers play an 
important role in observing and monitoring the conduct of the elections. They provide 
independent reports on the conduct of the electoral process and help to identify areas 
of improvement for future elections. 

 
Overall, voter education and mobilization efforts are critical to ensuring credible, transparent, 
and peaceful elections in 2023, in Nigeria. INEC, political parties, civil society organizations, 
and other stakeholders must work together to educate voters about the electoral process and 
encourage them to participate in the democratic process. 
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ELEctiOn dAy 
 
● Voting procedures and logistics 
 
Voting procedures and logistics are key elements of the 2023 elections in Nigeria. INEC is 
responsible for overseeing the voting process, and it has established guidelines and 
procedures to ensure that voting is conducted in a fair, transparent, and credible manner. Here 
are some important aspects of voting procedures and logistics: 

1. Polling Units: INEC designates polling units where voters can cast their ballots. 
Polling units are typically located in public buildings, such as schools and community 
centers. 

2. Voter Verification: Before voting, voters are required to present a valid Permanent 
Voter's Card (PVC) to verify their eligibility to vote. 

3. Ballot Casting: Voters cast their ballots by marking their preferred candidate on the 
ballot paper. INEC provides each polling unit with a sufficient number of ballot 
papers to avoid shortages. 

4. Vote Counting: After the voting process ends, the votes are counted at each polling 
unit in the presence of the party agents and observers. The results are then uploaded 
and transmitted to the collation centers. 

5. Collation of Results: The collation centers receive and collate the results from each 
polling units. The collation officers then announce the results and declare the winners. 

6. Security: INEC works closely with security agencies to ensure the safety of voters, 
election officials, and election materials. Security personnel are deployed to polling 
units and collation centers to prevent violence and ensure the peaceful conduct of the 
elections. 

7. Logistics: INEC is responsible for the procurement, storage, and transportation of 
election materials, including ballot papers, ballot boxes, and result sheets. INEC also 
ensures that the materials are distributed to polling units in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

 
Voting procedures and logistics are critical to ensuring a credible, transparent, and peaceful 
2023 elections in Nigeria. INEC and other stakeholders must work together to ensure that the 
voting process is conducted in a fair, transparent, and credible manner, and that all eligible 
voters have the opportunity to cast their ballots. 
 
● Security arrangements 

 
Nigeria’s elections over the years have been marred by many electoral violence, voter 
suppression, vote buying, intimidation and the likes. Therefore, it has become important for 
security measures be put in place to ensure the safety of the electorates and the electoral 
officers alike. Security arrangements have also become imperative to guard against the 
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activities of individuals and party agents looking to induce people’s interest through the 
means of violence or through financial inducement.    
 
The February 2023 election was not without such security arrangement as security personnel 
were deployed by the police commands in the 36 states where the elections were to hold. 
Security arms like The Nigerian Police Force (NPF), Nigerian Security and Civil Defense 
Corps (NSCDC), and the Nigerian Army were the agencies mandated to provide security 
during the elections.  
 
Other security plans put in place were as follows: 
 

1. Election Security Plans: The security agencies work with the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) to develop election security plans. The plans outline the 
security arrangements for the elections, including the deployment of security 
personnel, the identification of potential security threats, and measures to prevent 
electoral violence. 

2. Intelligence Gathering: The security agencies conduct intelligence gathering to 
identify potential security threats and prevent them from materializing. This involves 
monitoring social media platforms, conducting surveillance, and gathering information 
from community leaders. 

3. Security Training: Security personnel are trained on how to conduct themselves 
during elections. They are taught how to maintain order, protect election materials, and 
respond to security threats. 

4. Voter Education: Voter education campaigns are also used to promote peace and 
security during elections. Voters are educated on the need to conduct themselves 
peacefully, avoid violence, and report any security threats to the relevant authorities. 

5. International Observers: International observers are deployed to monitor the 
elections and provide independent reports on the conduct of the electoral process. 
Their presence acts as a deterrent to potential perpetrators of violence. 

 
In summary, security arrangements are crucial to ensuring a peaceful, credible, and 
transparent 2023 elections in Nigeria. The government, security agencies, and other 
stakeholders must work together to identify potential security threats, prevent violence, and 
ensure that the electoral process is conducted in a secure environment. 
 
● Voter turnout and participation 
 
Voter turnout at the February 25th 2023 elections was impressive to say the least. Many states 
recorded very high level of turnout to their polling units compared to previous elections. This 
high turnout recorded in the 2023 elections is as a result of new voters who registered to vote 
during the Continuous Voter Registration (CVR) exercise, which took place between June 
2021 and July 2023.  
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The high turnout was also as a result of the keen interest taken by new voters who had 
hitherto never voted at the elections, and this is largely because of a renewed hope in the 
candidacy of the contestants in the 2023 elections and the promise made by INEC to ensure 
that the election process is free, fair and credible especially through the introduction of the 
Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) for voter accreditation and the transmission of 
the election results at polling unit level immediately after collation.  
 
Voters in many polling units queued long hours and some all day to cast their votes for their 
preferred candidates, not minding weather conditions and hunger. In some polling units, 
electorates were recorded to have provided water, soft drink and snacks for the electoral 
officials and the people waiting on the queue to alleviate the stress of waiting long hours.    
 
Public personalities in Nigeria like Alhaji Aliko Dangote, Africa’s richest person and the 
World Trade Organization Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala commented on the large 
turnout of voters at their polling units saying it is the largest they have seen in many years. 
They noted that both the young and old came out to vote.  
 
It is worthy of note that some polling units in some states recorded significant low turnout of 
voters compared to the numbers recorded in previous elections but generally, voter turnout in 
the February, 2023 election was impressive as Nigerians including women, old and people 
with various disabilities trooped out in their thousands to vote for their preferred candidates.      
 
Voter turnout and participation are important factors in the success of the February 2023 
elections in Nigeria. High voter turnout is indicative of a vibrant democracy and the desire of 
the people to elect representatives who bear the interest of the nation and the welfare of the 
people at heart.  
 
● Challenges and issues encountered during elections 
 
The February 25th elections in Nigeria was laced with myriad of issues/challenges across 
several polling units in various states of the nations. These issues are as outlined below:    
 

1. Logistics: In many polling units across the various states of the nation, INEC ad-hoc 
staff arrived late for the election exercise against the 8:00am given time by INEC. 
Voters were left waiting very long hours for election materials to arrive their polling 
units for them to exercise their civic rights. Reports from various polling units showed 
that INEC officials arrived their places of assignment as late as 4:00pm resulting to 
voting exercise running late into the night, while in other polling units, elections had 
to be canceled because INEC officials didn’t show up at all. 
 
In some of the polling units, it was observed that polling officers declined to be 
posted for the elections for reasons best known to them. In places like Ngor Okpala 
LGA of Imo State, observers reported the shortage of ad-hoc staff due to poor 
remuneration and fear of attacks.    
 

2. Electoral Violence: Nigeria has a history of electoral violence, and this was a major 
challenge during the 2023 elections. In some polling units of certain states, violence 
became a major hinderance to people from being able to cast their votes. Some 
political party candidates were alleged to have employed the services of armed thugs 
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to disrupt the election process in polling units where they seemed not to be gaining 
grounds. 
 
In Ndi Agwu community of Abam, Arochukwu Local Government of Abia State, at 
least two (2) were killed as a result of electoral violence. According to a report by 
PUNCH Newspaper, the incident occurred during the Saturday Presidential and 
National assembly elections. It was gathered that one of the victims, identified as 
Samuel Arunsi Eze, was allegedly beheaded by a political thug known as Daniel Mba. 
One of those involved in the killing has also been killed, according to eyewitnesses. 
 
In Kano State, it was reported that three (3) persons were allegedly murdered and 
grievous injuries were inflicted on eight (8) people by thugs at a particular polling 
unit in Tudun Wada LGA on the 26th of February 2023 while collation of election 
results was ongoing. There was also an alleged viral video of some victims who had 
suspected gunshot wounds on social media. One Alhassan Ado Doguwa has been 
accused of masterminding these killing and the burning of the secretariat of the New 
Nigeria People’s Party (NNPP). 
 
In a particular polling unit in Surulere, Lagos, while voters were waiting in frustration 
to cast their votes, suddenly out of nowhere, a group of masked armed men arrived 
the premises and started shooting sporadically. Voters scampered for safety while 
calling for security agencies to come to their aid but to no avail.  
  
  

3. Voter Suppression/Buying: This election also saw the use of basic foodstuff, 
household items and materials being exchanged for votes, with observers in states 
such as Kwara, Imo and Bayelsa all reporting numerous incidents. In Lagos, there 
was even evidence of politicians willing to provide bank transfers to voters under the 
guise of “business assistance schemes”, ostensibly a creative way to buy voters given 
the limitations on the availability of cash. 
 
Cases of vote buying have been reported to be highest during the Saturday 25th 
election in the North-west followed by the South-west and the North-east. Vote 
buying was used by political parties in their strongholds; where they want to ensure 
that those inclined to vote for them are encouraged to do so. For the most part, vote 
buying appeared to be the preserve of the two major political parties – the All 
Progressive Congress (APC) and Peoples Democratic Party (PDP).  
 
Intimidation, in many cases linked to identity or political party affiliation, was 
recorded across the county and was reported by 3.4 percent of observers. It was 
commonplace in the northwest, south-south and southeast. One instance of voter 
intimidation reported by an observer in Anambra state detailed how party agents were 
standing aside (outside) the voting cubicle directing voters as to how they should cast 
their ballots in full view of INEC ad-hoc staff. 
 
Largely conducted by political party thugs or loosely affiliated individuals, some of 
the intimidation were designed to suppress votes centered around ethnic identity, 
observers reported, citing examples of Lagos where threats were made against the 
Igbos by prominent thugs like MC Oluomo. 
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Overall, there were reports of incidences of voter suppression in a number of polling 
units across the nation.   

 
4. Technical Glitches: INEC’s new electoral technology appears to have struggled to 

meet expectations and improve transparency in the results collation process in 
particular, whilst the digital landscape continues to amplify existing tensions, with 
narratives that play up identities and party affiliations and question INEC’s 
performance and credibility. 
 
An observer of the election known as Center for Democracy and Development (CDD) 
noted that INEC’s election day performance was not seamless, leading to the late start 
of voting in various polling units across the country. In many polling units, INEC 
officials were seen struggling to operate the BVAS machine, while in some polling 
units, the BVAS machine went off in the middle of the accreditation exercise, leaving 
thousands of voters unable to vote.  
 
The Independent National Electoral Commission could not fulfill its promise to 
transmit election results from the polling units on its result viewing portal (IReV). 
This led to calls by some political parties for cancellation and fresh elections.  
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POst-ELEctiOn LAndscAPE 
 
● Collation/Announcement of Results 
 
Another process that was attended by many objections is the collation of the election results. 
At the National Collation Centre in Abuja, the INEC Chairman, Professor Mahmoud Yakubu, 
other INEC official, party agents and observers listened to returning officers from several 
states read out results that were supposedly gathered from the election exercise held in their 
states of assignment.  
 
Against INEC’s commitment to upload election results at polling unit levels after collation, 
results were manually collated and announced as they were brought by state returning 
officers to the National Collation Centre. This is in contravention to the stipulation of Section 
60 of the Electoral Act 2022. 
 
Party agents of PDP, NNPP, Labour Party and African Democratic Congress challenged the 
collation process noting that the result showed monumental disparities between what the 
party agents signed and what INEC officials announced in Abuja. They said the manual 
transmission of results compromised the integrity of the election process and demanded a 
cancellation of the election and asked the electoral chief to step down. 
 
Despite the repeated challenge of the results by some political party agents, the INEC 
Chairman Professor Mahmoud Yakubu insisted on continuing with the process stating that 
those with grievances should seek redress in the court. Party agents staged a walkout from the 
national collation center in Abuja on Monday, 27th February, 2023 after the INEC chief 
insisted that the process must continue despite the fact that not all the results were 
electronically transmitted. Many party leaders have bitterly complained that INEC officials at 
the polling units were unable to upload election results to the IReV.  
 
Political party leaders of the opposition parties called on the INEC Chairman, Professor 
Mahmoud Yakubu to stop the collation as they had lost confidence in the credibility of the 
process that produced those results.  
 
Former president Olusegun Obasanjo added his voice in a personal statement he signed on 
Monday the 27th of February, calling on President Muhammadu Buhari to review the results 
collation process. He alleged that most of the results that are “brought outside BVAS and 
Server are not true reflection of the will of Nigerians.”  
 
In his Monday statement, Mr. Obasanjo hailed President Buhari for his resolve to ensure a 
legacy of free, fair, and credible elections. He, however, appealed to President Buhari to save 
the country from the looming danger that might hit the country as a result of the election. 
 
In the same vein, the Chairman of the National Peace Committee, Gen. Abdulsalami 
Abubakar, disclosed on Wednesday the 1st of March, 2023 that the major presidential 
candidates and parties who took part in the Saturday’s presidential election in Nigeria have 
violated the Peace Agreement they signed. 
 
Gen. Abubakar a former military head of state expressed concern about the lack of 
compliance by major political parties to the National Peace Accord signed in September 
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2022. Gen. Abdulsalami did not, however, elaborate on the specific candidates and parties 
that violated the agreement.  
 
Despites these calls by concerned party leadership and citizens, at the end of the four days 
collation exercise at the National Collation Centre in Abuja, the INEC Chairman went on to 
declare the presidential candidate of the All Progressive Congress (APC) Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu as the winner of the presidential election without paying attention to the 
concerns raised by other political party leadership.  
 
● Reactions and responses from political parties and candidates 
 
Reacting to the manual collation and announcement of the election results by the INEC 
Chairman, the political party agent of the PDP, Labour Party, NNPP, and other party agents 
challenged the credibility of the results and tagged the process manipulative. A Senator 
standing in as the party agent for the People’s Democratic Party (PDP), Senator Dino Melaye 
complained about the results not being uploaded to the IReV portal, insisting that the result 
will be contested. He also refused to accept the Chairman’s explanation. 
 
The leadership of the People’s Democratic Party, the Labour Party and the African 
Democratic Congress held a press conference on Tuesday the 28th of February to 
communicate their displeasure toward the lack of transparency of the result collation process 
and the refusal of INEC to upload election result using the BVAS machine from the polling 
units.   
 
The three parties alleged that the February 2023 Presidential and National Assembly 
elections were marred with violence, rigging and intimidation of voters the parties demanded 
the conduct of fresh elections. “We are therefore constrained by this development to state that 
INEC compromised the integrity of this election even before collation commenced at the 
polling units.” “Section 60 sub-section 5 of the Electoral Act says that the presiding officer 
shall transfer the results of the ballots in a manner as prescribed by the commission.  
 
A failure to comply with the provisions of the Electoral Act and the guidelines makes it 
imperative that all results recently uploaded on the IReV portal must be updated before they 
are announced. INEC went back on that promise made to Nigerians and this should be 
addressed in order to gain the trust of the Nigerian people once again.  
 
The parties asked Yakubu, to step aside from his role as INEC Chairman for a “credible 
personality” outside the commission to take his place and oversee the process that would be 
acceptable to all stakeholders and will restore the confidence of the international community, 
the democratic process and institutions. 
 
The Presidential candidate of the Labour party (LP) Peter Obi in the company of some party 
leaders held a press conference with the media on Thursday 2nd March, 2022 after what 
seemed like a long period of silence on his part. This was the first speech by Mr. Peter Obi 
since the Saturday, 25th February, 2023 elections and the announcement of Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu as President-elect on Wednesday, 1st March, 2023. 
 
Mr. Obi began his speech by observing a minute silence for those who lost their lives and 
suffered injuries during the election. In his speech, Mr. Obi assured the supporters of his 
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candidacy and all Nigerians that He and his Vice were committed to the New Nigeria dream 
and would deploy every resource available to them within the ambits of the law to seek 
redress in the courts. He encouraged his supporters to not despair, but come out and vote for 
Labour party at the Gubernatorial election coming up on the 11th of March, 2023.  
 
The presidential candidate of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) on Thursday 2nd March, 
2023, described the just-concluded election as a “rape of democracy”. Alh. Atiku Abubakar 
spoke at a press conference in Abuja, stating that the just-concluded presidential election and 
its process were grossly flawed. 
 
It was also the first time Alh. Atiku spoke to the public or address a press conference after 
losing the 2023 presidential election. Alh. Atiku said, “it is the worst of election since the 
start of democratic era in Nigeria. It was indeed a raid on our democracy. The outcome of the 
election was grossly flawed and will be adequately challenged by all of us. It’s my hope that 
the judiciary will redeem itself and rise to the expectations of Nigerians and save Nigeria 
from the carnage on democracy.”  
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cOncLusiOn 
 

● Summary of key findings and observations 
 
The 2023 elections in Nigeria are expected to be significant for the country's political future. 
In this report, we have discussed several important aspects of the electoral process, including: 
 
● The significance of the 2023 elections 
● The political parties and candidates 
● Electoral laws and regulations 
● Campaign activities and strategies 
● Voter education and mobilization efforts 
● Voting procedures and logistics 
● Security arrangements 
● Voter turnout and participation 
● Challenges and issues encountered during the election 
● Implications for the election results for Nigeria's political future 
 
Through our research, we have made the following key findings and observations: 
 

● The 2023 elections are critical for the consolidation of democracy in Nigeria. 

● The major political parties, APC, PDP, Labour Party, and NNPP were the dominant 
players in the elections. 

● The Electoral Act 2022 (as amended) provides a framework for the conduct of free, 
fair, and credible elections. 

● Political parties used a variety of campaign strategies, including rallies, 
advertisements, and social media. 

● The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) has made efforts to improve 
voter education and mobilization, but there are still challenges in reaching all eligible 
voters. 

● The voting procedures and logistics were challenged due the failure of election 
officers and materials arriving their polling units in good time on the day of election 
resulting to many voters unable to cast their votes. 

● Security arrangements didn’t live up to expectations of keeping peace in some 
locations were elections were conducted, which resulted to violence and voter 
suppression in those locations. 

● A high voter turnout is essential for the credibility of the electoral process, but there 
were cases of voter suppression and intimidation in some voting locations. 
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● The 2023 elections have been challenges with issues such as electoral violence, voter 
suppression, technical glitches, and logistics. 

● The 2023 elections were marred by incidences of vote rigging in several polling units 
across the nation. 

● The Independent National Electoral Commission INEC were alleged to have been 
complicit in the issue of election rigging due to their failure to transmit election 
results through the use of the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) at polling 
unit level to the IReV portal. 

● The Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) were recorded to have failed in 
many polling units resulting in the inability of INEC officials to accredit voters, 
thereby disenfranchising many to came out to vote. 

● Opposition parties like the Labour Party, People Democratic Party, NNPP, African 
Democratic Congress and others have challenges the result declared by INEC and 
have called for cancellation.  

 
In conclusion, the 2023 elections in Nigeria are critical for the country's political future, and 
there are several issues that need to be addressed to ensure a credible and transparent 
electoral process. Political parties, candidates, and other stakeholders must work together to 
overcome the challenges and ensure that the elections are peaceful, credible, and transparent. 

 
  
● Implications of the election results for Nigeria’s political future  
 
Many Nigerians both within and outside the country are aggrieved by the shady nature of the 
Saturday, February 25th, 2023 elections and the results declared by INEC. Many feel that 
their hopes have been dashed and their mandate stolen as the candidate declared as the 
winner of the presidential election does not represent their choice and values.  
 
Nigeria is polarized and largely divided along religious, regional and ethnic lines. It is 
important to emphasize that religious tolerance has worsened over the years due to the 
politicization of religion and the religionization of politics in Nigeria. The decision by the 
APC on a Muslim-Muslim ticket despite millions of Nigerians decrying the insensitivity of 
the move only goes to prove the level of religious intolerance that is eating away at Nigeria’s 
political stability.  

 
Nigerian’s both Muslims and Christians have termed the insistence on a Muslim-Muslim 
ticket of the APC as insensitive, partisan and does not represent Nigeria’s efforts to mature 
her democracy. The election result as announced by INEC threatens the already fragile 
relationship that exists in Nigeria among religious and ethnic groups.   
 
Fueling the anger about the Muslim-Muslim ticket is the escalation of terrorist attacks across 
the Northern region of Nigeria. Both Muslims and Christian have been victims of the terror. 
But the popular impression among Christians is that they have been the most targeted for 
persecution and Islamization.  
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● Recommendations for improving the electoral process in Nigeria 
 
Based on the analysis and observations made in this report, the International Organization for 
Peace Building and Social Justice (PSJ) recommends and proposes the following to improve 
the electoral process in Nigeria: 
 
● Strengthening Electoral Laws and Regulations: The Nigerian government should review 

and strengthen electoral laws and regulations to ensure that they are in line with 
international best practices and adequately address challenges that may arise during the 
electoral process. 

 
● Enhancing Voter Education and Mobilization: Efforts should be made to enhance voter 

education and mobilization to improve voter participation, particularly among young 
people and marginalized communities. This could involve increasing awareness 
campaigns, providing training for election officials, and promoting voter registration. 

 
 
● Improving Voting Procedures and Logistics: The Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC) should enhance its capacity to manage voting procedures and 
logistics to ensure that they are efficient, transparent, and secure. The use of electronic 
voting methods must be enhanced and necessary modalities put in place to guard against 
unnecessary glitches and breakdown that ends up making it difficult for voters to exercise 
their franchise.   

 
● Ensuring Security Arrangements: Security arrangements should be adequately 

coordinated and strengthened to prevent the occurrence of violence, intimidation, or any 
form of electoral malpractice. The security forces must not be seen to be partisan or 
induced to take the sides of political parties which tampers with their ability to enforce 
their authority in cases of violence and electoral disruptions. 

 
● Addressing Campaign Finance: Efforts should be made to address the issue of campaign 

finance and reduce the influence of money in politics. This could involve establishing 
campaign finance regulations that promote transparency and accountability. These 
measures should address the issues of political parties taking huge sums of money to 
election venues with the aim of inducing and buying votes from innocent voters.  

 
● Encouraging Women and Youth Participation: Efforts should be made to encourage 

women and youth participation in politics, particularly in leadership positions. This could 
involve creating policies that promote gender and youth inclusion, increasing the number 
of women and young people in political parties, and promoting their participation in 
decision-making processes. 

 
● Improving the Performance of Political Parties: Political parties should be encouraged to 

enhance their internal processes and promote the inclusion of women and youth in their 
leadership structures. This could involve creating policies that promote internal 
democracy, inclusiveness, and accountability. 
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● Ensuring Accountability: There should be mechanisms for ensuring accountability for 
electoral malpractices, including the prosecution of perpetrators of such acts. This could 
involve establishing an independent electoral tribunal with the power to investigate and 
prosecute electoral offenses. 

 
By implementing these recommendations, we believe that Nigeria can improve its electoral 
process and consolidate democracy. It is hoped that these recommendations will be 
considered and implemented by the Nigerian government, the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), political parties, civil society organizations, and other stakeholders to 
ensure a free, fair, and credible electoral process in Nigeria. 
  

 
cLOsing REMARk 

 
As an organization that is working to build peace and social justice, the February 2023 
election should be looked into and ensure that there is justice for aggrieved parties because 
“peace is not everything, but without peace, everything is nothing” (Willy Brandt).  
We can only enjoy peace where there is justice. This is what we represent.



 


